CHAPTER III
THE SECOND BASIS OF FIQH : THE SUNNAH

SECTION I
General Considerations

FROM the very beginning, the conduct of the Prophet
served as a standard as much as the Koran itself. In fact,
we have seen that the Koran was revealed to the Prophet
in the course of years, and that the Prophet, rather than
decide every case by applying to God for a revelation, would
solve many of them by his own proper judgment. Such
judgments were not respected the less on this account

Mohammed was not only the transmitter of the Koran
but he also interpreted and completed it. The only dif-
ference between the ordinary expressions of the Prophet and
his revelations consists in the fact that, whereas the former
are divine in content alone, the latter are divine in form
also. According to the Mlzan 1 the ground for this view
is afforded by the Koran itself in the verse: " and we have
revealed to you the exhortation (i. e., the Koran) in order
that you may explain to men what has been revealed to
them." The Prophetic conduct then is as important a
source of fiqh as the Koran itself, and indeed, when later
that the Koran in point of time, supersedes it.

The word sunnah literally means way, custom, habit of
life. Technically2 it is defined by the canonists as utter-

1 P. 45.

3 Sunnah has also another techincal meaning in reference to religious
duties, namely, that which is recommended although not obligatory.
See, chapter on Classification of the Shari'ah Values.
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